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STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BARR’S REMARKS  

TO THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 

August 16, 2019 

 

As current and former elected prosecutors, law enforcement leaders, former senior Department of Justice 

officials, and former judicial leaders, we took an oath to defend the Constitution, seek the truth and 

uphold justice. We also understand and embrace our vitally important role in promoting the safety and 

well-being of our communities. That is why we feel compelled to express our disagreement with the 

deeply concerning remarks made by U.S. Attorney General William Barr to the Fraternal Order of Police 

on August 12, 2019.  

 

Attorney General Barr labeled reform-minded prosecutors looking toward innovation and research to 

advance new thinking as “anti-law enforcement.” Using rhetoric that harkens back to the parochial “tough 

on crime” narrative of past decades that stoked fear and impeded progress, AG Barr criticized the 

initiatives of criminal justice leaders across the nation who advocate for diverting more individuals from 

the justice system; using discretion to redirect precious law enforcement resources better spent on public 

health and prevention than punishment; and improving fairness and accountability. 

 

We join this public statement to make clear that a growing number of criminal justice, law enforcement 

and prosecution leaders reject AG Barr’s perspective; we do not view our jobs as waging a “war” against 

“criminal predators.” 

 

We support and applaud the work of fellow law enforcement colleagues, prosecutors, judges and other 

dedicated public servants who comprise America’s justice system. Every day men and women in uniform 

risk their lives to protect our communities and embrace their role as “guardians” of the public’s trust; we 

are grateful for their courage and sacrifice. Our respect for these brave colleagues does not come at the 

cost of our respect for the truth or justice. Nor does it suggest that we should ignore lessons learned from 

decades of failed approaches.  

 

Crime is at a historic low in America. Violent crime has fallen by nearly half over the last quarter century. 

This profound drop in crime is not due to a rise in incarceration. Indeed, hard data makes clear that too 

many cases come into the justice system unnecessarily, and too often incarceration exacerbates the 

likelihood of future criminal activity. 

 

The United States remains an international outlier. We are home to five percent of the world’s population 

and 25 percent of the world’s prison population. It doesn’t need to — and shouldn’t — be this way, and 

the facts support the different approaches and new thinking that AG Barr imprudently maligned. There 

are far more effective and humane ways to respond to mental illness and drug use than with handcuffs and 

jail cells. And we know that public trust is a core element of public safety. Data-driven justice, the wise 

use of limited prosecutorial and law enforcement resources, fiscal responsibility, compassion and respect 

for human dignity all promote public safety.  

 

Informed by this evidence, a new generation of prosecutors and law enforcement leaders are making their 

communities safer and healthier. They are using their discretion to prioritize the most serious crimes and 

move conduct better addressed with public health responses out of the justice system. They are 
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implementing policies that recognize the well-established science on juvenile and young adult 

development. They are advancing the safety of both officers and community members by emphasizing 

de-escalation rather than reactive violence, and working toward culture change within prosecution and 

policing. They are protecting the integrity of the justice system and rebuilding public trust by addressing 

past and present misconduct. Their methods are working and they have the support of their communities.  

 

Our nation is on the road to meaningful and lasting criminal justice reform — as reflected in the 

bipartisan passage of the First Step Act and other changes sweeping the country. It is not the time for a 

return to fear-driven narratives that find no foundation in fact. We hope that Attorney General Barr and 

other national leaders will understand what facts, data and lessons learned from the past have taught us as 

we work to wisely use limited criminal justice resources to promote safer and stronger communities. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Roy L. Austin 

Former Deputy Assistant to the President for Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity, White House 

Domestic Policy Council 

Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice 

 

Aramis Ayala 

State Attorney, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Florida  

 

Chiraag Bains 

Former Trial Attorney, Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice 

Former Senior Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of 

Justice 

 

Diana Becton 

District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California 

 

Wesley Bell  

Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri  

 

Sherry Boston  

District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia 

 

Joseph Brann  

Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice 

Former Chief, Hayward Police Department, California 

 

Bobbe J. Bridge  

Former Associate Justice, Washington State Supreme Court 

 

Kenyen Brown  

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Alabama 

 

Chris Burbank  

Former Chief, Salt Lake City Police Department, Utah  
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John T. Chisholm 

District Attorney, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 

 

John Choi  

County Attorney, Ramsey County, Minnesota  

 

Jerry L. Clayton 

Sheriff, Washtenaw County, Michigan 

 

Scott Colom  

District Attorney, Sixteenth Judicial District, Mississippi  

 

Brendan Cox 

Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York 

 

John Creuzot 

District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas 

 

Ronald L. Davis  

Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice  

Former Chief, East Palo Alto Police Department, California  

 

Satana Deberry 

District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina 

 

W. Thomas Dillard  

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Florida  

Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Tennessee  

 

Thomas J. Donovan, Jr. 

Attorney General, Vermont 

 

Mark Dupree 

District Attorney, Wyandotte County, Kansas 

 

Aaron Ford  

Attorney General, Nevada  

 

Lisa Foster 

Former Director, Office for Access to Justice, U.S. Department of Justice 

Former Judge, California Superior Court  

 

Kim Foxx 

State’s Attorney, Cook County, Illinois  

 

Kimberly Gardner 

Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri  

 

Sarah F. George 

State’s Attorney, Chittenden County, Vermont 
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Nancy Gertner 

Former Senior Judge, U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts  

 

Joe Gonzales 

District Attorney, Bexar County, Texas 

 

Eric Gonzalez 

District Attorney, Kings County, New York  

 

Mark Gonzalez  

District Attorney, Nueces County, Texas 

 

Emily Jane Goodman  

Former Justice, New York State Supreme Court  

 

Vanita Gupta 

Former Acting Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice  

 

Andrea Harrington 

District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts 

 

Scott Harshbarger  

Former Attorney General, Massachusetts  

 

David J. Hickton  

Former U.S. Attorney, Western District of Pennsylvania  

 

Peter S. Holmes 

City Attorney, Seattle, Washington  

 

John Hummel 

District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon  

 

Kathy Jennings  

Attorney General, Delaware 

 

Zach Klein  

City Attorney, Columbus, Ohio  

 

Lawrence S. Krasner 

District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

Miriam Aroni Krinsky  

Former Criminal Appellate Chief and Chief, General Crimes, United States Attorney’s Office for the 

Central District of California 

Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Criminal Appellate Advisory Group 

 

William Lansdowne 

Former Chief, San Diego Police Department, California  

Former Chief, San Jose Police Department, California 

Former Chief, Richmond Police Department, California 
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Beth McCann 

District Attorney, Second Judicial District, Colorado 

 

James F. McHugh 

Former Associate Justice, Massachusetts Appeals Court 

 

Brian Middleton 

District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas 

 

Kenneth Mighell  

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Texas  

 

Stephanie Morales  

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Portsmouth, Virginia 

 

Marilyn J. Mosby 

State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland 

 

Joe Pelle  

Sheriff, Boulder County, Colorado 

 

Channing Phillips 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia 

 

Tom Potter 

Former Chief, Portland Police Bureau, Oregon 

 

Abdul Pridgen  

Chief, Seaside Police Department, California  

 

Karl A. Racine 

Attorney General, District of Columbia 

 

Sue Rahr  

Former Sheriff, King County, Washington  

 

Ira Reiner 

Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California 

Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California  

 

Rachael Rollins 

District Attorney, Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

 

Jeff Rosen 

District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California 

 

Marian Ryan  

District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts  

 

Dan Satterberg 

Prosecuting Attorney, King County, Washington 
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Ronal Serpas 

Former Superintendent, New Orleans Police Department, Louisiana 

Former Chief, Metropolitan Nashville Police Department, Tennessee  

Former Chief, Washington State Patrol 

 

Harry L. Shorstein  

Former State Attorney, Fourth Judicial Circuit, Florida  

 

Carol A. Siemon 

Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County, Michigan 

 

David Soares 

District Attorney, Albany County, New York  

 

Norm Stamper 

Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington  

 

Carter Stewart  

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Ohio 

 

David Sullivan 

District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts  

 

Thomas P. Sullivan  

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois 

 

Cyrus R. Vance, Jr. 

District Attorney, New York County, New York 

 

Andrew H. Warren  

State Attorney, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, Florida 

 

Lynneice Washington  

District Attorney, Jefferson County, Bessemer Division, Alabama  

 


