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Over 65 Prosecutor Leaders Rally in Support of Circuit Attorney Kim
Gardner and Use of Prosecutorial Discretion

Statement calls out personal attacks and attempts by federal and Missouri state
officials to inappropriately influence decisions in local criminal case

ST. LOUIS - Today, 67 current and former elected prosecutors, former U.S. Attorneys, and former
U.S. Department of Justice officials from around the country came out in support of St. Louis City
Circuit Attorney Kim Gardner, condemning vicious and personal attacks she has received in connection
with the investigation and prosecution of Patricia and Mark McCloskey for pointing weapons at
protestors exercising their constitutional rights. For the past few weeks, CA Gardner has been the
subject of personal and political assaults — including suggesting her removal from office — by President
Trump, Missouri Governor Mike Parson, Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt and Senator Josh
Hawley. These politicians have engaged in inflammatory and racist attacks against CA Gardner’s
proper exercise of prosecutorial authority. This is the latest in a pattern of coordinated attacks on
reform-minded prosecutors across the country as these local leaders seek to bring about long overdue
reforms to our nation’s criminal legal system and advance proven strategies that fortify community
trust and promote public safety. In St. Louis, these attacks have led to numerous death threats against
CA Gardner, as reported by The Washington Post.

“Local prosecutors exercise discretion every day, and rarely do elected federal officials decide to
challenge that discretion — especially when it involves charging people who brandish weapons at
others,” said Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and Just Prosecution. “This case is not
about politics, it’s about the law. There is no doubt this is a local criminal matter that should be
handled by local law enforcement and the local elected prosecutor, not national and state politicians
who neither live nor vote in that jurisdiction. It is both disturbing and dangerous to see the vicious
attacks against an elected prosecutor duly carrying out her job; these personal assaults have serious
real-life consequences and fan the flames of distrust and division at a time when our country most
needs healing.”

“The political and personal attacks by state and federal politicians against Circuit Attorney Kim
Gardner threaten the ability of every prosecutor in this country to do the job they were elected to do,”
said Channing Phillips, Former U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia and Former Senior
Counsel to the Attorney General of the United States. “At a moment when we are being pushed even
more to reimagine our criminal justice system, state and federal overreach like this sends the message
that community voices do not matter and will be ignored. The inflammatory language we have seen
undermines public trust that is essential to the promotion of public safety so many claim to care about.”

In recent years, CA Gardner has been the subject of escalating racially-charged political and personal
attacks from the St. Louis Police Department and Union, the Missouri State Attorney General and the
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former and current Governor. These groups and individuals have sought to derail CA Gardner’s efforts
to create a more equitable system grounded in evidence-based practices that are focused on diverting
more people away from the criminal justice system, as well as bringing people home who no longer
present a risk to public safety. Some of CA Gardner’s reforms that have prompted the most resistance
include efforts to bring about police accountability and limit reliance on police officers with credibility
issues through the use of constitutionally upheld Brady lists, the exposure and prosecution of
corruption in state government, and efforts to revisit old cases where wrongful convictions and
injustices have occurred.

The joint statement, with the voice of some of the nation’s prominent leaders in prosecution, highlights
the racist undertones and divisiveness of the attacks leveled against CA Gardner, stating: “These critics
of CA Gardner have discussed this case with highly inflammatory language and...paired [this] with
wildly inaccurate claims regarding the results of CA Gardner’s efforts to do her job and rethink the
criminal justice system in the exact manner she committed to her community to do in seeking the job of
Circuit Attorney...[This] has, not surprisingly, led to a flood of shockingly racist and sexist emails,
social media messages, and death threats against CA Gardner, including a note left on her car that
referenced lynching.”

These attacks stem from the charges filed against the McCloskeys on July 20, after a thorough
investigation by local police. The defendants were each charged with one felony count of unlawful use
of a weapon. Consistent with CA Gardner’s policy of reducing incarceration for low -level offenses,
they were issued summonses and offered the opportunity to complete a diversion program which would
have enabled the charges to be dismissed; that offer was refused.

The Missouri State Attorney General has vowed to intervene in the case and seek dismissal in
contravention of local discretion and Missouri Governor Mike Parson has stated he will pardon the
McCloskeys even though an evaluation of facts and evidence conducted through a trial by a jury of the
McCloskeys’ peers has yet to occur.

As noted in the joint statement, this unfounded and improper intervention in a local prosecution is
particularly troubling in the current climate: “During these difficult and challenging times, it is more
important than ever that we support our local prosecutors in the exercise of their core duty to fairly
administer justice while protecting public safety. We stand with Circuit Attorney Gardner as she
pursues our shared mission for a fair, just, and compassionate vision of safer and healthier
communities. And we stand together in calling for an end to racist, hateful and destructive attacks
against local elected prosecutors duly carrying out the job they were elected to do.”

Read the statement here, and for a full list of signatories see below. For any questions about the letter
or to speak to any of the signatories, please contact Miriam Krinsky at krinskym@krinsky.la or 818-
416-5218.
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Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards common -
sense, compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit

http://www.fairandjustprosecution.org/ or follow us on Facebook @FairAndJustProsecution.
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Roy L. Austin
Former Deputy Assistant to the President for Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity, White House
Domestic Policy Council
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Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice

Aramis Ayala
State Attorney, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Florida

Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California

Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri

Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

Chesa Boudin
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

Aisha Braveboy
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland

Kenyen Brown
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Alabama

A. Bates Butler
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona

John T. Chisholm
District Attorney, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County, Minnesota

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York

Shameca Collins
District Attorney, Sixth Judicial District, Mississippi

Scott Colom
District Attorney, Sixteenth Judicial District, Mississippi

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia



Steve Descano
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fairfax County, Virginia

Thomas J. Donovan, Jr.
Attorney General, State of Vermont

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, Twentieth Judicial District, Colorado

Mark A. Dupree, Sr.
District Attorney, Wyandotte County, Kansas

Keith Ellison
Attorney General, State of Minnesota

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County, Illinois

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California

Stanley Garnett
Former District Attorney, Twentieth Judicial District, Colorado

George Gascon
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County, Vermont

Sim Gill
District Attorney, Salt Lake County, Utah

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County, Texas

Eric Gonzalez
District Attorney, Kings County, New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County, Texas

Christian Gossett
District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin

Scott Harshbarger
Former Attorney General, Massachusetts

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Peter Harvey
Former Attorney General, State of New Jersey



Jim Hingeley
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Albemarle County, Virginia

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, Sixth Prosecutorial District, Maine

Michael Jackson
District Attorney, Dallas County, Alabama

Kathleen Jennings
Attorney General, State of Delaware

Justin F. Kollar
Prosecuting Attorney, Kaua‘i County, Hawaii

Lawrence S. Krasner
District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Miriam Aroni Krinsky
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Central District of California
Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Criminal Appellate Advisory Group

Beth McCann
District Attorney, Second Judicial District, Colorado

Barbara McQuade
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan

Ryan Mears
Prosecuting Attorney, Marion County, Indiana

Spencer Merriweather
District Attorney, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

Brian Middleton
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas

Marilyn J. Mosby
State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland

Jerome O’Neill
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi

Channing Phillips
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia
Former Counsel to the Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice



Karl Racine
Attorney General, District of Columbia

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Rachael Rollins
District Attorney, Suffolk County, Massachusetts

Marian Ryan
District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Tori Verber Salazar
District Attorney, San Joaquin County, California

Daniel Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County, Washington

Harry L. Shorstein
Former State Attorney, Fourth Judicial Circuit, Florida

Daniella M. Shorter
District Attorney, Twenty-Second Judicial District, Mississippi

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County, Michigan

David E. Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

Raul Torrez
District Attorney, Bernalillo County, New Mexico

Lynneice Washington
District Attorney, Jefferson County, Bessemer Division, Alabama

Tali Farhadian Weinstein
Former Counsel to the Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice

Todd Williams
District Attorney, Buncombe County, North Carolina



