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More Than 80 Criminal Justice Leaders Call for Access to Life-

Saving Overdose Prevention Sites  

PHILADELPHIA – Today 85 local, state and federal criminal justice leaders filed an amicus curiae brief 

before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in United States v. Safehouse. The brief was filed in 

support of the nation’s first lifesaving overdose prevention site, which the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 

District of Pennsylvania found to be both legal and fully in accordance with federal law. Signed by current 

and former elected prosecutors, police chiefs, sheriffs, and former U.S. Attorneys and Department of Justice 

officials, the brief argues that overdose prevention sites (OPSs) are proven harm reduction tools that save 

lives, promote community trust in the justice system and help alleviate the adverse impact of substance use 

disorder. 

“Our nation’s misguided war on drugs has done nothing more than push individuals who use substances into 

the shadows and destroy communities in the process,” said Miriam Krinsky, Executive Director of Fair and 

Just Prosecution, the organization that coordinated the brief. “We need look no further than the opioid crisis 

that continues to cut far too many lives short to see the failure of today’s drug policy. Now, as we continue to 

face a pandemic that puts people who use substances at even higher risk of harm – are also seeing thousands 

across the country pleading for government to acknowledge the sanctity and dignity of all lives  – it is even 

more crucial that we adopt proven approaches that divert people away from the criminal justice system and 

avoid further needless loss of life.”  

The amicus brief was filed in the context of an overdose crisis exacerbated by the rampant coronavirus 

pandemic, and recognizes that different approaches are needed to save lives and create greater access to 

treatment for those struggling with opioid use disorder.  Amici argue that prohibition of OPSs and threatening 

prosecution of its sponsors undermines community trust in the justice system and faith in the fair and sensible 

application of our drug laws. As the current nationwide protests against systemic racism and police brutality 

underscore, law enforcement’s legitimacy depends on valuing all human li fe, including adopting humane and 

life-saving public health approaches to substance use disorder. Amici further argue that interpreting federal 

criminal law to bar empirically validated harm reduction measures makes no one safer, but rather, only 

impedes cooperation between criminal justice agencies and the communities they serve.  Amici point to harm 

reduction models across the globe that use OPSs as lifesaving tools and have fortified both public trust in the 

justice system and effective responses to overdoses. 

 

“Prosecutors have an obligation to protect the health and safety of every member of the community, but we 

have been hampered by a system that looks to outdated criminal justice responses to address substance use, 

rather than the public health strategies we know work,” said Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, 

a signatory to the brief. “The war on drugs has done nothing more than criminalize and destroy communities, 

and if we do not take a more sensible approach, we will continue to force people into cycles of incarceration. 

As protests rage on our streets for a reimagining of public safety, we have an opportunity to implement life-

saving strategies that are proven to reduce individual harm and make communities safer.”   
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Amici also argue OPSs will help communities cope with COVID-19. Among other serious consequences, 

social distancing orders have exacerbated the difficulty of identifying victims of overdose in time to intervene 

– and since these orders have been adopted, fatal opioid overdoses have spiked. Further, many people have 

relapsed as threats of infection, economic dislocation, and social distancing have increased stress, severed 

support networks, and precluded in-person treatment services. OPSs mitigate these risks both by keeping at-

risk individuals socially engaged and connected to public health resources, and also by helping law 

enforcement and medical systems conserve resources already under unprecedented strain.    

“Law enforcement agencies around the world have embraced harm reduction approaches because they have 

come to realize that substance use requires a public health response, not a criminal justice response, to save 

lives,” said Washtenaw County, Michigan Sheriff Jerry Clayton, another signatory to the brief. “With a 

global pandemic already taking far too many lives and straining the resources of our health systems, we must 

find a way to end the overdose epidemic that has taken over American streets. That means using every tool at 

our disposal, including overdose prevention sites to allow law enforcement to focus on c ommunity interests 

that pose deeper public safety concerns.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Nationwide, 67,367 people died from drug-related overdoses in 2018, and since 1999, the drug overdose 

death rate in the United States has increased nearly four-fold. In Philadelphia, where Safehouse is seeking to 

open the nation’s first overdose prevention site, there are an average of three opioid deaths per day—making 

the rate of overdose deaths about triple the homicide rate.   

Between 1981 and 2006, the number of drug arrests in the United States quadrupled to nearly two million per 

year. And according to the Brookings Institute, new admissions into state and federal prison in recent decades 

are largely due to drug offenses. Yet, research from The Pew Charitable Trusts demonstrates that these 

massive increases in drug arrests and drug-related incarcerations have not led to decreased drug use, arrests 

or overdose deaths. And recent polling indicates that 60 percent of the American public support OPSs as a 

tool to reduce fatal opioid overdoses. 

The group of signatories includes 44 sitting elected prosecutors, including district attorneys, circuit attorneys, 
city attorneys, and state attorneys; 24 current or former police chiefs or sheriffs; and 17 former attorneys 

general, district attorneys, U.S. Attorneys, and DOJ officials. 

 

The brief was written by teams at WilmerHale and Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller  and 

coordinated by Fair and Just Prosecution, a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting a justice system 

grounded in fairness, equity, compassion, and fiscal responsibility.   

Read the brief here and see below for a list of amici.  

### 

 

Fair and Just Prosecution is a national network of elected prosecutors working towards common -sense, 

compassionate criminal justice reforms. To learn more about FJP’s work, visit 

http://www.fairandjustprosecution.org/ or follow us on Facebook @FairAndJustProsecution.  

List of Amici 

 

Roy L. Austin 

Former Deputy Assistant to the President for Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity , White House Domestic 

Policy Council  

Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice  

 

Aramis Ayala 

State Attorney, Ninth Judicial Circuit, FL 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/statedeaths.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db329.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db329.htm
https://www.statnews.com/2019/04/05/overdose-prevention-sites-save-lives
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/10/12/every-25-seconds/human-toll-criminalizing-drug-use-united-states
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2015/11/25-drug-offenders-stock-flow-prisons-rothwell
http://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2018/03/pspp_more_imprisonment_does_not_reduce_state_drug_problems.pdf
https://tjcinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/20.05_Safe-Injection-Sites-1.pdf
https://fairandjustprosecution.org/
https://fairandjustprosecution.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Safehouse-Amicus-Brief-July-2020.pdf
http://www.fairandjustprosecution.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fairandjustprosecution/
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Chiraag Bains 

Former Trial Attorney, Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice 

Former Senior Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice  

 

Diana Becton 

District Attorney, Contra Costa County, CA 

 

Wesley Bell 

Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, MO  

 

Buta Biberaj 

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, VA 

 

Sherry Boston 

District Attorney, DeKalb County, GA  

 

Chesa Boudin 

District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, CA 

 

Joseph Brann 

Chief (Ret.), Hayward Police Department, CA 

Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services , U.S. Department of Justice 

 

Aisha N. Braveboy 

State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, MD 
 

Kenyen Brown 

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Alabama  

 

Jim Bueermann 

Chief (Ret.), Redlands Police Department, CA 

 

Chris Burbank 

Chief (Ret.), Salt Lake City Police Department, UT 

Vice President, Law Enforcement Strategy, Center for Policing Equity  

 

A. Bates Butler 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona 

 

Mike Butler 

Chief, Longmont Police Department, CO  

 

Kimberly B. Cheney 

Former Attorney General, State of Vermont 

 

John Choi 

County Attorney, Ramsey County, MN  

 

Jerry L. Clayton 

Sheriff, Washtenaw County, MI 

 

Dave Clegg 

District Attorney, Ulster County, NY  

 

Scott Colom 

District Attorney, 16th Circuit Court, MS 
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Brendan Cox 

Chief (Ret.), Albany Police Department, NY 

Director of Policing Strategies, LEAD National Support Bureau  

 

John C. Creuzot 

District Attorney, Dallas County, TX 

 

Satana Deberry 

District Attorney, Durham County, NC  

 

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti 

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, VA 

 

Brandon del Pozo 

Chief (Ret.), Burlington Police Department, VT  

 

Michael Dougherty 

District Attorney, 20th Judicial District, CO 

 

Mark Dupree 

District Attorney, Wyandotte County, KS  

 

Kim Foxx 

State’s Attorney, Cook County, IL 

 
Neill Franklin 

Major (Ret.), Maryland State Police and Baltimore Police Department 

Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership  

 

Kimberly Gardner 

Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, MO 

 

George Gascón 

Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, CA 

Chief (Ret.), Mesa Police Department, AZ  

Chief (Ret.), San Francisco Police Department, CA  

 

Sarah F. George 

State’s Attorney, Chittenden County, VT 

 

Joe Gonzales 

District Attorney, Bexar County, TX  

 

Eric Gonzalez 

District Attorney, Kings County, NY 

 

Mark Gonzalez 

District Attorney, Nueces County, TX  

 

Andrea Harrington 

District Attorney, Berkshire County, MA 

 

Robert J. Hoffman 

Chief (Ret.), Plainfield Police Department, CT  
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Peter S. Holmes 

City Attorney, Seattle, WA 

 

John Hummel 

District Attorney, Deschutes County, OR  

 

Natasha Irving 

District Attorney, Prosecutorial District 6, ME 

 

Melinda Katz 

District Attorney, Queens County, NY  

 

Justin F. Kollar 

Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kauai, HI 

 

Lawrence S. Krasner 

District Attorney, Philadelphia, PA  

 

Miriam Aroni Krinsky 

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Central District of California 

Former Criminal Appellate Chief and Chief, General Crimes, Central District of California 

Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Criminal Appellate Advisory Group 

Executive Director, Fair and Just Prosecution 

 

Jackie Lacey 

District Attorney, Los Angeles County, CA  

 

William Lansdowne 

Chief (Ret.), San Diego Police Department, CA 

Chief (Ret.), San Jose Police Department, CA 

Chief (Ret.), Richmond Police Department, CA 

 

Chris Magnus 

Chief, Tucson Police Department, AZ  

 

James L. Manfre 

Sheriff (Ret.), Flagler County, FL 

 

Beth McCann 

District Attorney, 2nd Judicial Circuit, CO  

 

Isaiah McKinnon 

Chief (Ret.), Detroit Police Department, MI 

 

Dan P. Meloy 

Chief (Ret.), Colerain Township Police Department, OH 

Former Director of Public Safety, Colerain Township, OH  

 

Spencer Merriweather 

District Attorney, Mecklenburg County, NC 

 

Brian Middleton 

District Attorney, Fort Bend County, TX  

 

Kenneth Mighell 

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Texas 



 

 6 

Stephen Mills 

Chief (Ret.), Lindsay Police Department, OK  

 

Marilyn Mosby 

State's Attorney, Baltimore City, MD 

 

Bill Nettles 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of South Carolina  

 

Jerome O’Neill 

Former Acting U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont 

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Vermont 

 

Jody Owens 

District Attorney, Hinds County, MS  

 

Jim Petro 

Former Attorney General, State of Ohio 

 

Channing Phillips 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia  

 

Ira Reiner 

Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, CA  

Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, CA 
 

Rob Reyes 

Chief (Ret.), U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs Police Department   

 

Rachael Rollins 

District Attorney, Suffolk County, MA 

 

Jeff Rosen 

District Attorney, Santa Clara County, CA  

 

Stephen Rosenthal 

Former Attorney General, State of Virginia 

 

Dan Satterberg 

Prosecuting Attorney, King County, WA  

 

Ronal Serpas 

Superintendent (Ret.), New Orleans Police Department, LA 

Chief (Ret.), Metropolitan Nashville Police Department, TN 

Chief (Ret.), Washington State Patrol, WA 

 

Harry L. Shorstein 

Former State Attorney, 4th Judicial Circuit, FL  

 

Daniella Shorter 

District Attorney, 22nd Judicial District, MS 

 

Carol Siemon 

Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County, MI  
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David Soares 

District Attorney, Albany County, NY 

 

Norm Stamper 

Chief (Ret.), Seattle Police Department, WA  

 

Carter Stewart 

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Ohio 

 

David E. Sullivan 

District Attorney, Northwestern District, MA  

 

Thomas P. Sullivan 

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois 

 

Thomas W. Synan Jr. 

Chief, Newtown Police Department, OH  

 

Betty Taylor 

Chief (Ret.), Winfield Police Department, MO 

 

Jennifer Tejada 

Chief, Emeryville Police Department, CA  

 

Steve Tompkins 

Sheriff, Suffolk County, MA 

 

Raúl Torrez 

District Attorney, Bernalillo County, NM  

 

Cyrus R. Vance 

District Attorney, New York County, NY 

 

Peter Volkmann 

Police Commissioner, City of Hudson, NY  

 

Mike Ward 

Chief (Ret.), Alexandria Police Department, KY 

 

Andrew H. Warren 

State Attorney, 13th Judicial Circuit, FL  

 


