In The

Supreme Court of Virginia

Record No.

In re PARISA DEHGHANI-TAFT],

Petitioner.

VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF PROHIBITION

August 14, 2020

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth Attorney
Arlington County and the City of
Falls Church, Virginia

By Counsel

Jon M. Talotta (VSB No. 44590)
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP
8350 Broad Street, 17th Floor
Tysons, Virginia 22102

Tel: (703) 610-6100

Fax: (703) 610-6200
jon.talotta@hoganlovells.com

Counsel for Petitioner



Petitioner, by and through counsel and pursuant to Va. Const. art.
VI, § 1, Va. Code § 8.01-644, and Rule 5:7 of the Rules of the Supreme
Court of Virginia, respectfully petitions this Court for the issuance of a
writ of prohibition directed to the Circuit Court for 17th Judicial Circuit
Court of Virginia (“Circuit Court”), and in support thereof provide the
memorandum in support filed herewith, and state:

1.  Petitioner is the Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington
County and the City of Falls Church and petitions this Court on behalf
of the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington County and
the City of Falls Church (“Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney”).

2.  Respondent is the Circuit Court for 17th Judicial Circuit
Court of Virginia.

3.  Pursuant to rights the rights and obligations conferred by
the legislature and the Constitution of Virginia, the Office of the
Commonwealth’s Attorney is charged with prosecuting criminal
offenses and must constantly weigh decisions about which cases to
prosecute, including when to amend, prosecute, or terminate those

charges.



4. On March 4, 2020, the Arlington Circuit Court, in an abrupt
reversal of long-standing practice, sua sponte issued a blanket order
(“Order”) requiring that Commonwealth’s Attorneys in Arlington
provide, in detail and in writing, “all factual. . .bases” in support of
every decision made by the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney to (i)
amend an indictment, (i) move for nolle prosequi, (i11) dismiss a case,
and (iv) provide in writing any sentencing guidelines and justification
for every departure therefrom, as well as all plea agreements.

5. The Order exceeds the authority of the Arlington Circuit
Court because it violates the constitutionally mandated separation of
powers between the judicial and executive branch, infringes on the
substantive rights of the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney, and
exceeds the statutory authority of the Arlington Circuit Court.

6.  Petitioner has a clear right to the relief sought because the
Order trespasses on the rights and obligations conferred upon the Office
of the Commonwealth’s Attorney by the legislature and the

Constitution of Virginia.



7.  The taking of evidence will not be necessary for the proper
disposition of this petition.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully prays as follows:

That this Court will issue a writ of prohibition

A.  Prohibiting the Circuit Court from enforcing the Order;

B. Ordering the nullification of the Order; and

C. Any other relief the Court deems appropriate.



Dated: August 14, 2020

Respectfully Submitted,

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth Attorney
Arlington County and the City of
Falls Church, Virginia

By Counsel

>

Jon M. Talotta (VSB No. 44590)
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP
8350 Broad Street, 17th Floor
Tysons, Virginia 22102

Tel: (703) 610-6100

Fax: (703) 610-6200
jon.talotta@hoganlovells.com

Counsel for Petitioner



VERIFICATION

I swear or affirm that the information herein is true and correct to
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

Bl aese

Date Parida Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth Attorney
Arlington County and the
City of Falls Church,
Virginia
Petitioner

Commonwealth of Virginia )

)
County of Fairfax )

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, the undersigned
Notary Public in and for the aforesaid jurisdiction by
ARUNION VA | this 14th day of August, 2020.

<=, PAMELA Y PINNOCK

ST NOTARY PUBLIC + REG. # 7880436
Commonwealth of Virginia

My Commission Expires 10/31/2024




